The Nostratic Macrofamily
and Linguistic Palaeontology

Aharon Dolgopolsky

with an introduction by
Colin Renfrew

THE McDONALD INSTITUTE FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH

Papers in the Prehistory of Languages




Papers in the Prehistory of Languages

The Nostratic Macrofamily and Linguistic Palaeontology by Aharon
Dolgopolsky is the first volume in this new series of the McDonald

/.

Institute for Archaeological Research. The ‘Prehistory of Languages
project is supported with a generous grant from the Alfred P. Sloan
Foundation.

Editors: Colin Renfrew and Chris Scarre
Design and Layout: Dora Kemp

© 1998 The McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research

Distributed by Oxbow Books
United Kingdom: Oxbow Books, Park End Place, Oxford, OX1 1HN.
Tel: (0)(1865) 241249; Fax: (0)(1865) 794449
USA: The David Brown Book Company, P.O. Box 511, Oakville, CT 06779, USA.
Tel: 860-945-9329; FAX: 860-945-9468

Further inquiries may be directed to the Editorial Office, McDonald Institute for
Archaeological Research, Downing Street, Cambridge, England CB2 3ER.

Printed by BluePrint Cambridge, Severn Place, East Road, Cambridge, England, CB1 1HY.
Tel: (0)1223 314315; Fax: (0)1223 351944

The Nostratic Macrofamily
and Linguistic Palaeontology

Aharon Dolgopolsky

with an introduction by
Colin Renfrew

THE McDONALD INSTITUTE FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH

Papers in the Prehistory of Languages



Publication of this volume is supported by a grant from
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, New York.

Published by: Author:
McDonald Institute for Archaeological Aharon Dolgopolsky
Research Hebrew Language Department
University of Cambridge Haifa University
Downing Street Mount Carmel
Cambridge - Haifa 31905
CB2 3ER Israel
(0)(1223) 339336

ISBN 0-9519420-7-7
ISSN 1461-331x

© 1998 McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research

All rights reserved. No parts of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without the prior
permission of the McDonald Institute for
Archaeological Research.

Table of Contents

Introduction: the Nostratic Hypothesis, Linguistic Macrofamilies

and Prehistoric Studies

Classification of the Nostratic Languages
I. Indo-European
A.Anatolian
B. Narrow Indo-European
II. Hamito-Semitic (Afroasiatic)
A.Semitic
B. Egyptian
C. Berber
D. Cushitic
E. Omotic
F. Chadic
[I1. Kartvelian
IV. Uralic
A.Finno-Ugrian
B. Samoyedic
C. Yukagir
V. Altaic
A.Turkic
B. Mongolic
C. Tungusic
D.Korean
E. Japanese
VI. Dravidian

The Linguistic Palaeontology of the Nostratic Macrofamily
Transcription signs and other symbols

1.
. Vowels

. Diacritical signs

. Quantitative differences of vowels
. Tones and stress

. Uncertainty signs, signs of reconstruction
7.

Q1 = W N

(o)

Consonants

Other signs

1. Nostratic macrofamily
2. Language relationship and history

L=

OO NNNNIININNNNNGoooy 01l ol ur ot gl W

11
11
15
13
14
15
16
16
17
18



O 00 N1 O O
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ERRATUM

Throughout this book glottalized or emphatic consonants are
denoted by an under-dot: e.g. t means ‘glottalized (or emphatic) t’.
In two sections, Phonetic Correspondences and Index of Nostratic
Words, this under-dot has incorrectly been replaced by an angular
apostrophe: hence t instead of L C instead of E , etc. Confusion
may arise since the symbol ' is a part of the ‘uncertainty brackets’:
"t' means ‘something like t’. The reader is asked to note that where
the symbol "is preceded by ", it denotes uncertainty brackets. In all
other cases it should be replaced by an under-dot indicating a

glottalized or emphatic consonant.
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