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worldwide reputation. Together with the late Vladislav Illich-Svitych

he was the founder of the field of Nostratic linguistics. The Nostratic
Dictionary was first published by the McDonald Institute in 2008 in its ‘Papers in
Historical Linguistics’ series and has been updated as and when amendments
became available. The work sets out in detail the evidence from a wide range of
languages in the Nostratic macrofamily which can be adduced to support the
Nostratic hypothesis: that several of the world’s best-known language families
are related in their origin, their grammar and their lexicon, and that they belong
together in a larger unit, of earlier origin, the Nostratic macrofamily.

ﬁ haron Dolgopolsky was a comparative and historical linguist with a

death in July 2012 and was the result of much further research. As with
the previous editions, this valuable work is freely accessible on the
University of Cambridge’s electronic archive DSpace.

The third edition was completed shortly before Aharon Dolgopolsky’s

FREELY ACCESSIBLE ON-LINE

Nostratic Dictionary and its updates
are freely accessible on-line at
http://www.dspace.cam.ac.uk/
handle/1810/244080.
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Since the upload to DSpace the
Dictionary has been accessed over
40,000 times (between August
2011 and July 2012 alone there
were 7756 downloads). This

very impressive figure indicates
the importance of the work to
researchers in the field.
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haron Dolgopolsky’s impact
Ahas been far-reaching and

has influenced developments
in prehistoric archaeology as well as
his own field of comparative and
historical linguistics. We, in Cam-
bridge, take pride in our connection
with him and are pleased to have
been able to play a part in ensuring
that his outstanding commitment to
his subject coupled with his erudi-
tion will lead future generations to
greater knowledge and contribute to
the ongoing debate on the complex
relationships between archaeology
and language.

Copies of the hardback version are priced at cost plus postage and packing.
All such requests should be directed to the McDonald Institute Production Office.
McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, Downing Street, Cambridge, UK, CB2 3ER.

www.mcdonald.cam.ac.uk




he McDonald Institute for

Archaeological Research at

the University of Cambridge
was founded in 1990 and has become
a leading centre for research into
the archaeology of prehistoric and
early historic societies. The Institute
supports a wide range of field
projects and promotes research in
archaeological science through its
laboratories for geoarchaeology,
archaeozoology, archaeobotany,
human genetics and palaeodietary
analysis. The McDonald Institute has a
special interest in the development of
early human cognition that is reflected
in several of its research programmes
and publications, including the
Cambridge Archaeological Journal.

Other McDonald Institute Publications on the Nostratic Macrofamily

The Nostratic Macrofamily and Linguistic Palaeontology
edited by Aharon Dolgopolsky

Do all or most languages in the world descend from a single proto-language?
And if so what can we tell from linguistic analysis about the speakers of this
ancient tongue? These are the two questions at the heart of this controversial book
and the themes clearly outlined by Colin Renfrew in his introduction. The theory
of a Nostratic proto-language is not new, but the extremely detailed presentation
of historical linguistic evidence provided here is. The lists of possible linguistic
roots are not for the faint-hearted, but for serious linguists they provide real meat
on which to chew, and, the publishers hope, provide a solid basis for debate.
Hardback | £20/US$36 | ISBN 978-0-951942-07-9 | xxii+116 pp. | 245 x 172 mm | 1999

Nostratic: Examining a Linguistic Macrofamily
edited by Colin Renfrew & Daniel Nettle

This volume of essays examines the claim that a linguistic macrofamily can be
identified which includes not only the Indo-European and Afroasiatic language
families but also the Kartvelian, Uralic, Altaic and Dravidian families. The
Nostratic case was put by Aharon Dolgopolsky in his The Nostratic Macrofamily
and Linguistic Palaeontology, and it is here evaluated critically by linguists
specializing in the language families concerned.

Hardback | £30/US$54 | ISBN 978-1-902937-00-7 | xxii+398 pp. | 245 x 172 mm | 428 lls. | 1999

Order from www.oxbowbooks.com




